
Learning from Our Teens 

(1) Eliyahu Zuta (Ish Shalom) 25 

Having been sent out to sell gods, Abraham took all the gods and brought them back to his father Terah. 
Terah’s other sons said to their father: “Clearly Abraham doesn’t know how to sell gods! Let’s make 
him a priest instead.”  Abraham asked: “What work does a priest do?” They replied: “He serves the 
gods by offering sacrifices to them and serving them food and drink.” 

So Abraham waited upon the temple gods, offered sacrifices to them and set food and drink before 
them.  He said to the gods: “Please, take and eat, take and drink, so that you’ll be able to be good to 
me as you do for [other] human beings.” But not one of them took anything. 

Only then Abraham realized: “They have mouths but can’t speak, eyes but can’t see, ears but can’t 
hear, noses but can’t smell, hands can’t feel; feet but can’t walk.” (Psalms 115:5-7) 

 

(2) Midrash Rabbah Bereishit 38:13 

A woman came carrying a bowl of fine flour and said to 
Abraham: “Here, offer it up to the gods.” At that, Abraham 
seized a stick, smashed all the idols and placed the stick in the 
hand of the biggest of them.  

When his father came home, he asked: “Who did this to them?” 

Abraham answered: “Would I hide anything from my father?  A 
woman came with a bowl of fine flour and said: Here, offer it 
up to them. When I offered it, one god said, “I will eat first,” 
and another said, “No, I will eat first.” Then the biggest of them rose up and smashed all the others.” 

His father replied: “Are you making fun of me?  They don’t have the sentience to do that!” 

Abraham answered: “Do your ears hear what your mouth is saying?!” 

 

(3) Jeremiah 1:4-10 

The word of the Holy One came to me, saying: 

“Before I created you in the womb, I selected you; 
Before you were born, I consecrated you. 

I appointed you a prophet over the nations.” 

I replied, “Ah, Lord God! I don't know how to speak, I am still a boy.” And the Lord said to me: “Do not 
say, ‘I am still a boy,’ but go where I send you, and speak whatever I command you. See, I appoint you 
this day Over nations and kingdoms, to uproot and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 
build and to plant. 

 



Some Questions for Study 

 

About Abraham 

• The tradition understands that Abraham was 13 at the time of these events. In 

what ways is his behavior characteristic of a 13-year old? 

• Are there any ways in which it is not characteristic? 

• What ‘idols’ do all adolescents need to smash? 

• What ‘idols’ have you smashed yourself? 

 

About Jeremiah 

• What does Jeremiah mean when he says, ‘I am still a boy’? 

• Why do you think that God objects to this? 

• What tasks will Jeremiah perform that will stop him being ‘still a boy’? 

• In this text, teens seem to be associated with prophecy. In what ways are teens 

our prophets? 

 


